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him to be girt with the royal scimitar. He then with
kindly and affectionate solicitude, which Characterised
him throughout life, urged upon his successor the care
of the ladies of his family, and repeating the orthodox
confession of faith, quietly left thai world in which he
had played so great a part. His cheerful disposition,
amiable manners, and pleasing person endeared him to
his courtiers and to his people, and, in spite of his great
talents for war and administration, he delighted in, and
found time for, study and sport. Though brave and
adventurous, he was no knight-errant, nor did he wan-
tonly make war on any king or country after he recovered
all the countries that ever had, in the widest sense of
the word, been subject to, or held by Delhi.
The publication, just after the poet's death, of Tenny
son's " Akbar's Dream," has directed public attention to
the religion of this Padshah, who inclined to tolerate
Hinduism, and even to invent a new religion, which
might comprehend all classes of his subjects. He
dreamt of an eclecticism embracing all that was best in
Isldm, Hinduism, Christianity, Buddhism, and Judaism.
Probably he was to a great extent sincere, probably, like
other kings of his day, notably Henry IV. of France,
who thought Paris worth a mass^ his religion sat lightly
upon him, and was subservient in some measure to his
political interests. In order to a thorough examination
of religious matters, the sacred books of the Hindus
were translated, and a Christian priest was brought from
Goa, and Akbar's most intimate friends engaged in con-
stant argument with their master, who delighted in
religious symposia, at which the adherents to different
creeds were i-epresented. The priests at one time enter-
tained lively hopes that the Emperor would profess
Christianity ; but in fact Akbar was a deist, who saw
" behind all creeds the godhead which is one," but, for